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State of the Pandemic
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We are in the midst of a significant 
statewide COVID-19 surge.

ÅNew cases are increasing more quickly than ever.

Å“…unrelenting, broad community spread…will require 
aggressive mitigation” to avoid additional increases in cases, 
hospitalizations, and deaths.

SOURCE: White House Coronavirus Task Force. 

ÅAlmost daily records for new case growth and hospitalizations 
last week, and that trend continues.



New COVID-19 Cases by Week
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Daily Confirmed Cases (7 day rolling average) 
Source: MDH Situation Update for COVID-19



A Statewide Outbreak
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The fast case growth is not limited to one part 
of the state.

DAILY NEW CASES PER 100,000 RESIDENTS
7-DAY ROLLING AVERAGE
PCR + ANTIGEN CASES AS OF 9/1



Hospital Capacity At Risk
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Hospitals are on the verge 
of dangerous capacity 
shortages

ÅThe statewide COVID-19 surge is 
not simply about new cases.

ÅNon-ICU hospital beds in the 
metro are regularly above 95% 
capacity and ICU beds above 90%. 

ÅCapacity in other regions has 
fluctuated, but is following the 
metro.

ÅAnd COVID-19 deaths are rising at 
a troubling rate.

Source: Minnesota Department of Health, Minnesota Hospital Association, Homeland 
Security and Emergency Management. Last updated Nov. 09, 2020



How Do We Respond?
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ÅWe follow the best advice 
of the public health heroes 
serving our state.

ÅOur response balances 
controlling the spread of 
COVID-19, the economy, 
and the personal well-
being of all Minnesotans.

ÅEach person has a role to 
play.



We must all do our part
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ÅWe must all do our part to 
get the spread of the virus 
under control so we can…

ÅCare for those who fall ill.

ÅSupport families and 
communities to get our kids 
in the classroom and keep 
them there.

ÅKeep our businesses open.

ÅAnd get back to the 
activities we love.



How is COVID-19 spreading?
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ÅWe are seeing spread in every part of 
daily life and in all types of settings.

ÅBut our growing understanding of the 
ways this virus spreads allows us to be 
more surgical in our response.

ÅThis outbreak is not caused by one or 
two big events. 

ÅThe data tells us about the who, where, 
and when that plays a significant role in 
driving the spread.



Who?
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Younger adults have disproportionate share 
of new cases.

Confirmed cases, by age group, October 25-31, 2020
Source: MDH Weekly COVID-19 Report



Where and When?
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Social settings are driving much 
of the new COVID-19 spread in 
the state.

1. Private social gatherings.

2. Weddings, funerals, private parties, 
and other group settings.

3. Late night outings in bars and 
restaurants.



Exposure Setting for COVID-19 Outbreaks
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Total percentage of cases associated with outbreaks, by setting, June - Nov 2020 
Source: MDH Restaurant and Social Outbreak Summary, 11/09/2020

Source of Recent COVID-19 Outbreaks



What makes it risky?
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ÅGatherings of friends and loved ones who are 
comfortable with each other and live in 
different households.

ÅEating and drinking without face coverings over 
extended periods of time.

ÅLoud settings that increase respiratory droplets 
in the air as people talk, laugh, or sing. 

ÅGet-togethers that involve alcohol, which 
lower inhibitions and interfere with social 
distancing, especially as the night wears on.



Stay Safe Plan Updates – Social Gatherings

Social Gatherings

Å10 person limit for indoor 
and outdoor gatherings.

ÅThree households or less, 
including the host.

ÅEffective: 10:00 p.m., 
Friday, Nov. 13
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Stay Safe Plan Updates – Receptions and similar events

ÅPhased in approach to attendance limitations.

ÅNovember 27: 50 person limit

ÅDecember 11: 25 person limit

ÅThe events may not take place between 10:00 
p.m. to 4:00 a.m.

ÅNo change to the actual wedding, funeral, or 
similar planned ceremony –only the 
connected reception, celebration, or similar 
gathering.
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Receptions and Similar Events



Stay Safe Plan Updates – Bars and Restaurants

Bars and Restaurants
ÅIndoor/Outdoor: 50% of capacity, but no 

more than 150 people total.

ÅCounter closed for seating and service, 
unless counter-only service establishment.

ÅPatrons must be seated at tables and no 
bar games that require standing permitted.

ÅNo dine-in service 10:00 p.m. to 4:00 a.m. 
May remain open for delivery and take out.

ÅEffective: 10:00 p.m., Friday, Nov. 13.
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Supporting Small Businesses
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Small Business Support
¶ Businesses are struggling as they combat 

the spread of COVID-19.

¶ Proposing $10 million in additional 
funding to businesses that have already 
applied for relief.

¶ This will help 1,000 more businesses pay 
bills and pay workers.



Bridge to Better Times

ÅWe cannot regulate away all risk. 

ÅBut we can manage risk until the day our brightest minds 
develop the tools to end this pandemic.

ÅFor now, everyone must:

ÅWear a mask.

ÅKeep some space from others when you’re out.

ÅAvoid large crowds.

ÅAnd get a test –it’s easier than ever to find out your status and 
isolate if you’re positive.
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We will take strong steps to target the riskiest 
areas and slow the spread of COVID-19.
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Together, as One Minnesota, we can save lives.
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